THERESE LYNN LLOYD

	Plaintiff

vs

MARKLAND G. LLOYD
		Defendant

IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS FOR THE 26TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT, COLUMBIA COUNTY BRANCH, PENNSYLVANIA
CIVIL ACTION - LAW



CASE NO:  1720 of 1998
IN DIVORCE, A.V.M.


APPEARANCES:
	JANICE YAW, ESQUIRE, Attorney for Plaintiff
	ALICE T.K. CORBA, ESQUIRE, Attorney for Defendant

FINDINGS OF FACT

	After hearing held in this matter, the Court finds as follows:
1.	The marriage is irretrievably broken.  The parties have lived separate and apart since July 19, 1998.
2.	Whether or not the parties lived separate and apart for a period in excess of two years is governed by Sinha v. Sinha, 526 A.2d 765, 767 (Pa. 1987).  The operative quote from Sinha is at page 767 which says “There must be an independent intent on the part of one of the parties to dissolve the marital union before the then three-year period commences.  This intent must be clearly manifested and communicated to the other spouse.  Any other interpretation would allow one spouse to depart the martial home for apparently benign purposes, remain away for the statutory period and then sue for divorce.”  It is clear that communication includes a meeting of the minds and transfer of that intent to the other party.  Communication could be by words and/or acts and/or circumstances.  In this case, circumstances, words and actions of the parties clearly indicate an intent, understanding, and communication of the same, that the marriage was ended and that they were separated and apart as of July 19, 1998.
ORDER OF COURT
	AND NOW, to wit, this 6th day of March, 2000, after hearing held, the petition for bifurcation is denied.  The parties have leave to refile the same at the appropriate time with the facts having been found:
1.	That the separation date for purposes of this bifurcation is July 19, 2000; and
2.	That the marriage is irretrievably broken.
		BY THE COURT:


		_________________________________ 
		HONORABLE THOMAS A. JAMES, JR., J.

